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This report is in four main sections and three sub-sections as follows:

Section 1: Introduction to the FCSA (UK)

Section 2: Defence of 50calibre (and other large calibre) long range target shooting sports.

Section 2.1 Public safety and the classification of the 50cal type rifle.
Section 2.2 Clarification of the term ‘material destruction device’

Section 2.3 The future role of the FCSA (UK)

Section 3: Statement on process and procedure adopted by Home Office

Section 4: Summary of recommendations



Section 1:

Introduction to the Fifty Calibre Shooters Association  [F.C.S.A  (U.K)]

The F.C.S.A (UK) originates from the large calibre association setup in 1998 by the late Pete Bloom, originally it was a group of 50cal and .55cal shooters who wanted to formally compete against each other on paper targets. This association was not a Home Office approved club, it was just a mechanism to allow competitive long range target shooting with large calibre rifles. Access to a suitable range was obtained and a practice shoot arranged for August 1999, a good turn out led to the first UK Fifty Cal championships being held in October 1999. A small contingent also travelled to Sustenpaas in Switzerland to compete in a Swiss national 50cal event. Since then other venues have been sought, namely STANTA Thetford and Sennybridge. In 2001 the F.C.S.A was formed under the direction of its newly appointed President, Chairman and Secretary and the membership has steadily increased. Recently the F.C.S.A has undertaken the process of Home Office approval, and obtained NRA affiliation. This is a dedicated UK large calibre* target shooting club, we operate a minimum of three competitions per year, now vigorously fighting to promote the sport whenever possible and ensure a suitable and above all safe membership. Members are responsible contributors to society and range from company directors, senior managers, military engineers and a serving Chief Inspector.
[* Calibres are not restricted to .50cal, other large calibres are welcome such as .338, .406, .408, 12.7mm x 77mm, .55 etc although are not eligible for the annual 50cal UK championships.]

Section 2

Defence of 50calibre (and other large calibre) long range target shooting sports.

· 2.1 Public safety and the classification of the 50cal type rifle.

Quote from: Part1, Firearms, Page 6

Prohibited weapons. These are the most dangerous types 

of weapons, the most attractive to criminals and subject 

to the most rigorous controls.

Response by the FCSA: A 50 calibre rifle (12.7mm x 99mm) does not have any of the features that would make it the weapon of choice of the criminal fraternity or a disturbed individual intent of causing mass destruction. These rifles are totally unsuitable as a criminal weapon due to the length (on average 1.5M long), weight (>20KG), noise (uncomfortable even with ear protection), speed of operation (very slow recovery time due to recoil and dust blow-back affecting vision) and general cumbersome handling characteristics – many do not have an ejector or magazine and will not accept military surplus ammunition. They can not be easily carried and are practically impossible to conceal, in fact they are so unsuitable that possibly any other type of firearm would be more suited to criminal use.

These rifles are not that much more accurate at extreme ranges than many other smaller calibres, accuracy is only obtained after careful preparation of the ‘shooting platform’ (bipod, rests, bench and many wind flags) and the placement of several practise shots to judge the effect of the wind and other atmospheric factors such as variations in temperature and air pressure.

Conclusion: There is no case for the re-classification of 50cal type rifles for Public Safety or any other reasons, these Firearms do not represent a higher risk to public safety than any other firearm, and they are unattractive to criminals.
· 2.2 Clarification of the term ‘material destruction device’

Quote from: Part1, Firearms, Page 6

We are particularly interested in views on whether any other types 

of firearms should be moved into the prohibited category. 

For example, large calibre “materiel destruction” rifles,

Response by the FCSA: No rifle has a ‘in built’ design or particular ability to successfully destroy material, whether it be 7.62mm or 50cal. Material Destruction is performed by specialist ammunition types, of which there are many that have been developed since 1914 but all are unavailable to the UK shooter as they have been previously classified as Section 5 ammunition types. Examples of these ammunition types are Armour Piercing, Explosive and Incendiary. Even if these types of ammunition were available they would not be used due to accuracy and safety concerns. It should be noted that on average a single round of good quality 50cal target ammunition costs in the region of £5 each. Small differences in tolerances found on military surplus ‘ball’ ammunition mean that it is generally unsuitable for 50cal Target rifles, and highly dangerous in rifles with a tight ‘match chamber’ which has been engineered for target ammunition only. 

Note: Historic Anti-Tank rifles (from World War 1 to World War 2) which are held as part of a collection [not to be fired, or fired very infrequently for research purposes] should be exempt from any proposed legislation that may restrict large calibre Firearms from public ownership, the present licensing system should continue as this is both easy to manage and fair to collectors.

· 2.3 The future role of the FCSA (UK)

We propose that owners of 50cal (and similar large calibre) rifles should become members of the FCSA (UK) or Similar Approved clubs. The reason being is that this will provide both the safe facilities and knowledge for the ownership and use of such firearms, helping to ensure that such firearms do not get into the hands of unsuitable persons. 

Unless a 50cal owner is participating in FCSA or Similar (and therefore NRA) sanctioned shoots/competitions, then no UK citizen can justify owning this type of rifle, as it is a target rifle, not a hunting rifle. This being in the same way that current legislation dictates that holders of rifles for target shooting, must be able to demonstrate regular participation at target shooting shoots/competitions, whatever the calibre. One of the key requirements for new ‘full’ membership applications is to provide proof that the new member holds a current UK Firearms Certificate and has been an active member of a Target shooting club. However, FCSA(UK) will have provision for Probationary Members as well. 

Previous handling experience with similar bolt action rifles and a technical knowledge of target shooting disciplines in general is important, as indeed is safety and handling instruction by qualified  persons such as NRA Range Conducting Officers. 

Further Instruction in the use of the firearms and sight systems, along with range finding techniques will also be available.

Help in reloading the correct types of ammunition is also an important element of the clubs responsibility.

All the above and more is necessary, in order to establish a responsible organisation, to help shooters get the most from their sport in a safe and proper manner, thereby helping to secure its future

Section 3: Statement on process and procedure adopted by Home Office

The FCSA (UK) membership are not entirely convinced that we are properly and comprehensively represented by the ‘Firearms Advisory Committee’ to the Home Office; inaccuracies and statements within the consultation document appear to have been derived from personal opinions rather than substantiated fact. The FCSA (UK) asks that its views are taken into consideration and any points that are not clear are clarified by executive members of the FCSA (UK) rather than dismissed. The executive committee are willing to liaise directly with the Home Office and Firearms licensing departments whenever necessary and in person.

 Section 4: Summary of recommendations 

1) There is no case for the re-classification of 50cal type rifles for Public Safety or any other reasons, 

2) These large calibre target rifles are not material destruction devices.
3) Historic anti-tank rifles forming part of a collection should continue to be licensed as per the current system 
4) That Qualified Persons experienced in Target Shooting disciplines, should be advising the Governmental department concerned.
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